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GIOTTO DI BONDOKE

CANZONE

Of the Doctrine of Voluntary Poverty

MANY there are, praisers of Poverty ;
The which as man's best state is registered

When by free choice preferr'd,
With strict observance having nothing here.
For this they find certain authority
Wrought of an over-nice interpreting.

Now as concerns such thing,
A hard extreme it doth to me appear,

Which to commend I fear,
For seldom, are extremes without some vice.         1C

Let every edifice,
Of work or word, secure foundation find ;

Against the potent wind,
And all things perilous, so well prepar'd
That it need no correction afterward.

Of poverty which is against the will,
It never can be doubted that therein

Lies broad the way to sin.
For oftentimes it makes the judge unjust :
In dames and damsels doth their honour kill:      20
And begets violence and villanies,

And theft and wicked lies,
And casts a good man from his fellows' trust.

And for a little dust
Of gold that lacks, wit seems a lacking too.

If once the coat give view
Of the real back, farewell all dignity.

Each therefore strives that he

Should by no means admit her to his sight,           29

Who, only thought on, makes his face turn white.